"Who is Publishing in Facial Cosmetic Surgery? A Citation Analysis Across Specialties Over Five Decades" is a literature review of the articles published in facial cosmetic surgery over the past 5 decades.
ophthalmologists perform aesthetic eyelid and lower facial surgery, interest in these facial procedures in dermatology and ophthalmology is recent, and literature contributions in these specialties can only reflect this recent incorporation into residency training.
Another important deficiency in this review is that it fails to account for the surgeon denominator (number of surgeons that could or would potentially perform a given surgery). For example, although there are a large number of ophthalmologists in the country and the world, the number that perform blepharoplasty on a regular basis is relatively low (American Society of Ophthalmic Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery membership is approximately 550). Therefore, the number of blepharoplasty articles written by oculoplastic surgeons will likely be less than the number written by plastic surgeons. The same is true for rhinoplasty, when considering the number of general otolaryngologists vs facial plastic surgeons who perform rhinoplasties. The article states "With regards to first authorship, Plastic Surgery had the highest percentage across all surgeries at every time point, except for rhinoplasty from 2010-present, when Otolaryngology had a higher percentage (48% vs 40%). The fact that Plastic Surgery (as a specialty) has more facelift publications than does dermatology is likely Dr Sykes is a Professor and Director, Facial Plastic Surgery, University of California, Davis Medical Center, Sacramento, CA, USA. not significant, as most dermatologists do not perform facelift procedures. However, the trends in publishing are significant, and reflect training, interest, and general specialty involvement. This article would be improved by expressing the denominators (by specialty) that could perform a given procedure.
The final criticism of this article is that it observes the literature from the perspective of plastic surgery, and the competition that exists for the specialty. "However, it appears that the competition from non-plastic surgeons observed in clinical practice is being mirrored in the area of journal publications." This bias can obscure the real importance of this review, which is to analyze the publications in aesthetic facial surgery, and to observe the trends related to these publications. The future of academic medicine and evidence-based medicine is collaboration between specialties, rather than a spirit of competition. Cross-fertilization of ideas and education, and sharing from our divergent backgrounds will only make us better. While it is important that an article such as this explores trends in publishing, it is also to view from afar and realize that the goal of medical literature is to promote education and hopefully better patient care.
This article is excellent in that it studies the literature published by different specialties in aesthetic facial surgery over time. It is important to understand any biases that readers have when evaluating a given article, and in this case, the biases that exist from analysis of the existing literature. The authors are to be commended on their study of the existing literature; the reader is always to be cautioned on how they read the literature.
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